REMARKS 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-4, 16, 17, 28 and 29 as being unpatentable in view 
of Ernst et al. The Examiner has also rejected claims 6-12, 14, 19-22, 24, 27 and 34-40 as 
being unpatentable over any of Erdmannsdorfer, Uebelhoer et al, and Kasten. 

Although the Applicant disagrees with these rejections because none of the cited 
references suggests an integrally- formed biasing member or any means of achieving such an 
integrally- formed biasing member, the Applicant is cancelling the rejected claims and 
proceeding with the allowable claims to avoid the time and expense of filing another appeal. 

In that regard, the Examiner stated that claims 5, 13, 15, 18, 23, 25, 26 and 30-33 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. The Applicant has so amended the claims to write the 
allowable claims in independent form. 

Specifically, claim 5 has been rewritten to include limitations of claim 1, and claim 1 
has been cancelled. 

Claims 2-4, and 6-12 have been made dependent on allowable independent claim 5. 
Claim 13 has been rewritten in independent form to include the limitations of base 
claim 1. Claim 14 has been cancelled. 

Claim 15 has been rewritten in independent form to include the limitations of claims 1 

and 14. 

Claim 16 has been cancelled. 

Claim 18 has been rewritten in independent form to include the limitations of base 
claim 16. 
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Claims 17, 19-22, 24 and 27 have now all been made dependent on allowable 
independent claim 18. 

Claim 23 has been rewritten in independent form to include the limitations of base 
claim 16. 

Claims 25 and 26 have been rewritten in independent form to include the limitations of 
base claim 16. 

Claim 28 has been cancelled. 

Claims 30 and 31 have been rewritten in independent form to include the limitations of 
the base claim 28. 

Claims 29 and 33-40 have been made dependent on independent claim 31. 
Finally, claim 32 has been rewritten in independent form to include the limitations of 
base claim 28. 
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SUMMARY 



In summary, Applicant respectfully submits that claims 2-13, 15, 17-27 and 29-40 
allowable, and request that these claims pass to issue. 
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